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Colombia: Major Labor Organizations Declare National
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On Oct. 12, Colombia's principal labor organizations announced a 14-hour national work stoppage
for Tuesday to protest the assassination of leftist Patriotic Union (UP) leader Jaime Pardo Leal.
According to government officials, the assassination provoked a series of violent incidents in Bogota
on Monday evening, resulting in five deaths and several injuries. The national work stoppage
was called by the Unitary Workers Confederation (Confederacion Unitaria de Trabajadores
(CUT), Colombia's largest labor organization; the Public Employees Federation (Federacion de
Trabajadores al Servicio del Estado); and, the Judiciary Employees Association (Asociacion de
Funcionarios Judiciales-AFJ). Union leaders said the strike was organized to protest the recent
wave of political assassinations in Colombia, and to demand government action in identifying and
prosecuting members of so-called "para-military" groups responsible for the killings. The Judiciary
Employees Association, which Pardo Leal an attorney by profession headed for several years prior to
assuming leadership within the UP, said it would extend the work stoppage for 48 hours. Pardo Leal,
47, was one of a long list of individuals marked for assassination recently delivered to the local press.
The first on the list to die was medical doctor Hector Abad Gomez, president of the Committee for
Human Rights in Medellin. The list named political leaders, journalists, lawyers, civic and labor
leaders, among others. As a result of continual death threats, for several months Pardo Leal was
seen only in the company of a squad of security agents. When attacked on Oct. 11 by three gunmen,
however, he was accompanied by a single bodyguard, who did manage to shoot out the windows
of the killers' automobile. The car was found Monday close to the scene of the crime in La Mesa
municipality, 50 km. southeast of Bogota. Pardo Leal's body was taken to UP headquarters in Bogota.
The funeral was scheduled for Oct. 13. Some 470 members of the UP rank and file have died at the
hands of "paramilitary groups" in the past four years. In the last three years, over 500 leftist leaders
and activists not all associated with the UP have been victims of politically motivated murder. On
Oct. 12, Interior Minister Cesar Gaviria Trujillo promised that Pardo Leal's murderers would not
go unpunished. President Virgilio Barco, convalescing from recent surgery, called an emergency
meeting of his cabinet. The armed forces and the police were placed on alert. Pardo Leal ran as the
UP's candidate in the 1986 presidential elections. The Union Patriotica is a coalition of pro-Soviet
leftist parties, and the guerrilla group, Colombian Revolutionary Armed Forces (FARC). (Basic data
from AP, 10/12/87)
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